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by her relations and her estate was thrown into Chancery, \^&j the
result that the schools came to an end.   The will was upb^^te*
1807, but for over a quarter of a century the work of the schools"
had been frustrated by the procrastination of the Court of Chancery.
As Montmorency comments: "In 1779 education was in full swing
in Wales ; but when the Bevan schools resumed their work, the
people of the Principality had forgotten once more the meaning of
popular education, and so we find that in 1820 popular education
in Wales was less effective than in any part of England." *
Meanwhile, the Sunday Schools had reached Wales. The
pioneer in this movement was the Rev. Thomas Charles of Bala. He
was ordained deacon in 1785, and when he took up parochial work
he was deeply moved by the ignorance of his parishioners. Experi-
ence showed him that his own parish was typical of the decline in
popular education which had followed the lapse of the Bevan
schools. He was successful in raising sufficient money for his
purpose, but he found himself handicapped by the lack of teachers.
The only solution of the problem was to train a number of teachers
hi his own parish and then send them further afield. He found it
necessary to publish his own catechisms and textbooks, but through
perseverance he was able to establish his schools in all parts of
Wales. The schools catered for children on the week-days, but
were also open for adults on Sundays and in the evenings.
Charles's work led to a widespread demand for copies of the
Welsh Bible, and to satisfy this he suggested, at a meeting in
London, the publication of the Bible in the Welsh language. Not
only was he successful in obtaining his desire, but his efforts were
instrumental in bringing about the formation of the British and
Foreign Bible Society. The day-schools tended to disappear, but
the Sunday teaching was permanent and developed into the Welsh
Sunday School which was so characteristic of the Principality. In
spite of the fact that the origin of the Sunday School was due to
the Established Church, the Church authorities failed to grasp
the full possibilities of the development. It was left to the Method-
ist revival to make use of the opportunities created. The effect of
the Methodist revival was to bring not only a new spiritual life into
Welsh Nonconformity, but also to introduce a new principle of
organisation. As a prominent Welsh member of Parliament
declared in 1893 : "The people in these Welsh villages have learnt,
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